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TAGS: PFOR, GE, P 

SUBJECT: MILDER PRESS TREATMENT OF US PORTUGUESE ROLE 

1 . IN THE WAKE OF STRONG ANTI-US CRITICISM COINCIDING WITH 
HONECERK'S TELEGRAM TO CUNHAL ON AUGUST 14, GDR MEDIA HAVE 
STRUCK A MILDER TONE ON PORTUGAL DURING THE PAST WEEK. 
ALTHOUGH NEUES DEUTSCHLAND (ND) HAS CONTINUED TO RUN 
CRISIS REPORTS PROM ITS CORRESPONDENT IN LISBON, LENGTHY 
EXCERPTS FROM OTHER EAST BLOC PAPERS, AND PREQUENT REPORTS 
ON SOLIDARITY DEMONSTRATIONS BY VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS IN 
THE GDR, EDITORIAL COMMENTARY HAS CEASED AND OFFICIAL 
REACTION TO US PRONOUNCEMENTS ON PORTUGAL, INCLUDING THE 
SECRETARY'S SPEECH IN BIRMINGHAM,HAS BEEN NON-EXISTENT. 

2. NOW ND HAS STRUCK AN ALMOST FRIENDLY TONE IN REPORTING 
ON THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH IN MINNEAPOLIS AUGUST 21 BY 
LEADING WITH HIS STATEMENT THAT DETENTE DEPENDS ON 
HEALTHY AND SECURE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE US AND USSR 
AND RESERVING HIS COMMENTS ON PORTUGAL POR THE LAST 
SENTENCE OF THE ARTICLE. ND REPORTED ONLY THAT THE 
PRESIDENT HAD CHARACTERIZED THE PORTUGUESSE SITUATION 
AS AN IDEOLOGICAL CONFRONTATION THAT MUST BE RESOLVED 
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